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Who that has beheld the ocean in its waving 
greatne{s has not thought of a creating hand? A 
mannaturaily thinks, Did I make that bed of waters ? 
did I with my hands feoop out their place? did I 
appoint their bounds, that they fhould not overflow 
the earth ? or did my fore-fathers do thele things ? 

T is true, the truth that God is, 'eems many-times 
too preat forus totakxe up. The greatnefs of it fe. ms 
to put us, weak creatures, afar off. But it is found, 
thatit will recur again and again. Itis great, but 
with iis greatnefs we muft have to do. Many feel,as 
if they were obliged to beat 1t back, as thofe who are 
weak-eyed would beat back the rays of the fun, but 
it comes upon them with renewed force. 

I junc it to be very certain, that no man among 
ts.ever communicated his thoughts of God to anoth- 
er. And that every man is fenfible of thinking, that 
others think little of his conceptions, ignited. said 
crofs-thouchtfulnefs as to the great Firft caufe. 

Howerver many may fit very loofe by vifible in- 
flitutions of rel’gion, and indeed aife€t to defpife 
them, notwiihftanding, there are deep thoughts of 
heart wilich they are {fe nfibly con{ci ous of, 

Ir tsa matter to be lamented, that, on the fubjc& 
of this paper, there has been much faid and written, 
but it has been too much ina {peculative way. This 
has even fhowever conclufive reafoning may have 
sal hesdonee our profeifed Atheifts, They have 
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Jauzhed at our firivings to convince them. <A con- 
tending with them with their weapons has not done, 
Being fenfible of the weaknels of thcir own weapons, 
they have inferred the weaknefs of thole of others. 
THERE is an ¢xperimental treating of the fubje 
we are upon, which, notwithftandiny it may have beert 
overlooked, ts not lefs convincing. As the fubje 
of natural philofophy may be treated of fpeculativee 
ly and experimentally, fo may this. Here I refcrto 
the accompanying fenfe, impreflion, or intuitive 


or the ¢exéerte 
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proof which men have of God's bein:>: 
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mental fenfe. For as they in {cripture are faid to 
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know the judgmeni of God, fo they muft know his 


being ; for without knowing this, they could noe 
know that. 

To refer them, then, to what they know, or to clear 
their own knowledve to themfelves, is the wileft way 


in having to do with them onthis fubjeQ. To treat 


or difcourfe with men as 1f thev had not the knows 


le Ive of the being of God in themfclves, or as if it 
were to be proved to them by long elaborate reafon- 
ing,is wrong. Itis truc, we may have flrangely loit 
our natural fen’e of God, or it may be unaccounta- 
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bly obfcured to us; but this muft be rare, efpecially 
, 1 “CL. : , Paee, R at 
in thefe days, when vifible idolatry is abolithed. O 
the idolatrous Pagans it is faid in the epifile tothe 


Romans, that “they knew God;” they had an undere 
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profitable treating of the being of God in an argu. 


nentative way. ora bri ing for ie prool alter root 
thathe is: but whenthis 1s done, and, at the fame 
time, the inward inextinguithable proof watch men 
have is difrecarded, it may be fo far from being pro- 
fiable. that it may have the ereate fi of all tendencies 
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felf-evident. As afk one for the 
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of that certainty cannot be greater than mine. By. 
the things that are made and feen, I evidently un- 
derftand the Eternal Power and Godhead. 

Bur it fhould feem, that prior to any diftinét or of- 
tenfible proofs of that Godhead, there is a fente on 
a conviction of it found within us. ‘Tell a youth, 
may, tell one of but few years o/d, that there rs 
a God, one greater than parents, guardians, mafters, 


» 
il 


maciftraies ; one greater than focicties, than.who 
cities, than multitudes, than nations ; one greater 
than fun, moon, and fiars ; and it will be what he 
already well knows. Hewill betray no furprize up- 
on the acquaintance. Do we who are come to man- 
hood remember when we were firft informed of the 
Divine Being? As foon as we feem to notice the bee 
ing of ourfelves, the being of thofe in the houfe in 
which we are born, we notice that of God. Or in 
other words, it never feemed to us that we knew not 
that which was communicated to us, when that of 
God’s exiflence was. I think this is worthy of re- 
mark, And, my Reader, if I might not feem to di- 
grefs, I would obferve, that the recognizing of this 
Knowledge, even when we have to do with children, 
thould always be found with us. 

We naturally feel different in their prefence from 
what we do in that of the greateft heaps of gold and 

Glver, 
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filver. But whence this difference ? Perhaps fome 
may fay, We cannottell. But is not the difference 
undeniable ? The anfwer muft be, It is. 3ut cam 
we afcribe it to any thing except to what has refpe@ 
toGod? Muft it not then be to fome kind of know- 
Jodge of God ? Notwithftanding, of this knowledge 
the childcannot give any literary information. When 
a man is about tocommita vifible fin in its prefence, 
docs not ths prefence check him? And yet, perhaps, 


at the fame moment, neither child nor man under- 
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fiands the check ; but acheck itis. Yea, a chil! 
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freaks for God, a child that opens not its mouth: 
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y than the cattle upon 


1, it Ip aks more effectual } 


ten thoufand hills. 

Ir it be afked, whence can this fenfe or knowle 
of which children are the fubjedts, as to the being of 
God, come; I era arifes cut of con{cience, and, 
generally outof a confcience of gull 
the fenfe of a child, above parents, above furround- 
ing play-mates, above all creatures, and faftens it, 
indeed, upon God. Being then irrefiftil hy ledinits 
little perverfe practices to refer itfelf to one greater 
than furrounding creatures,a fenfe is eftablifhed that 


there is one createrthan they. Thus evienchi!dren 
oO } 3 


re a law unto themfelves.’ 
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as the apotile fpeaks, 
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Awp are not men thus trreftitibly led ? Is not the 
moft ignorant man fo led? Are men lke fwine in 
this refpect ? Shall we treat our fellow-creatnres as 
we do thefe ? Is not this natural fenfe which men 
have, though fo many have it in unrighteou!nefs, of 
more value, for which men fhould be regard d, than 
{tations of power, or than hoards of learning ? 
Shall we in this boafted enlightened age be ignorant 
of that for which chiefly we fhould efteem our fel. 
low creatures ? Shall we trample on that which has 


refpe& to God, our bleficd Creator? God forbid} 
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